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With no physical evidence to back up the 
state’s prosecution, Julie Rea-Harper was 
convicted in 2002 of killing 
her own child and sen-
tenced to 65 years in 
prison.  She languishes in 
prison now even though a 
serial killer, Tommy Lynn 
Sells, has confessed to the 
murder. 
Diane Fanning, author of 
Through the Window: The 
Terrifying True Story of 
Cross-Country Killer 
Tommy Lynn Sells, discov-
ered the truth when Sells 
confessed to her that he, 
not Rea, had committed the 
murder.  Sells confession is 
recounted in the book. 
Fanning discusses Sells 
and the Rea-Harper case on 
Thursday, October 23rd in 
the Public Affairs Center Restaurant at the 
University of Illinois at Spring 

 
field.  The program begins at 6:45 p.m. and 
is preceded by a cocktail reception at 5:30 

p.m.  Both events are 
free and open to the 
public. 
Fanning has also pub-
lished one suspense 
novel, the Windwalkers, 
and she is co-editor of 
Red Boots & Attitude, a 
diverse collection of 
fiction, non-fiction and 
poetry by thirty-four 
Texas women writers.  
Two of her own short 
stories are included in 
the book.   
In her next book, Into 
the Water, which is 
about to be released, 
she writes about the 
murders of sisters Kati 
and Kristin Lisk and 

Sofia Silva in Virginia, and the serial killer 
who is responsible Richard Marc Evonitz. 

D i ane  Fann ing ,  Au thor  o f  Through  the  
Window ,  Speaks  a t  UIS   

Julie Rea-Harper, a Lawrenceville women 
convicted of the 1997 slaying of her 10-
year old son, Joel, filed a petition with the 
Prison Review Board, asking for executive 
clemency.   
In her petition, Rea-Harper cites dramatic 
new evidence uncovered by the Downstate 
Illinois Innocence Project that ties con-
victed killer Tommy Lynn Sells to Joel’s 

murder.  The petition urges Governor Rod 
Blagojevich to grant a full pardon based on 
her actual innocence of the crime.  
The petition is supported by an affidavit 
from Innocence Project investigator, Bill 
Clutter, disclosing evidence that corrobo-
rates Sells’ confession.  The hearing before 
the Prisoner Review Board occurs on Fri-
day, October 24th in Chicago. 
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Diane Fanning ‘s book  disclosed that 
Sells killed Joel Kirkpatrick — not 
Julie Rae-Harper 



Innoc ence  Pro jec t  Works  o n  th e  Ju l i e  Rea-  
Harpe r  Case  

Sells, on Texas Death Row for the Harris 
slaying, has confessed to more than 50 mur-
ders in 12 states over a 17-year period.  In-
vestigators with the Texas Rangers have 
conclusively corroborated 14 of these mur-
ders, including the killing of four members 
of a family in Ina, Illinois in 1987. 
Tipped off in March 2002 about Sell’s possi-
ble connection to Joel’s, police murder failed 
to pursue that and other possible leads.   
The result was a terrible miscarriage of jus-
tice. Mark Harper, Julie’s husband and a law 
student at Northern Illinois University, said,.  
“Here you have my wife who was convicted 
of a crime with virtually no evidence, and 
you have a serial murderer who has admitted 
the crime, and how we have evidence that 
puts him at the scene of the of the crime. Is-
n’t it time to rectify this injustice now?” 
For more information on the case visit the 
website: www.justiceforjulieandjoel.org. 
 

Earlier this year, the Downstate Illinois Inno-
cence Project began providing investigative 
assistance to the attorney and family of Julie 
Rea Harper.  Working under the direction of 
Bill Clutter, director of investigations, stu-
dents, former students and volunteers have 
been talking to witnesses and following 
other leads. 
In March 2002, a Lawrence County jury 
found Rea-Harper, 34, guilty of first-degree 
murder, dismissing her claim that an un-
known, masked intruder stabbed her son to 
death as he lay sleeping.  She was sentenced 
to 65 years in prison. 
Two months later, Sells admitted killing Joel 
to Texas author Diane Fanning, who was 
writing a book about his murder of 13-year 
old Kaylene Harris in 1999. 
The Innocence Project recently uncovered  
supporting evidence, including eyewitness 
accounts of a man matching Sells’ descrip-
tion in Lawrenceville at the time of the mur-
der.  
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Currently, the Downstate Illinois 
Innocence Project conducts research 
and investigative activities in cases 
where there is a strong likelihood that 
an inmate is actually innocent.  The 
Project involves students  who are 
taking a class on actual innocence as a 
part of their course of study at the 
University of Illinois at Springfield. 
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Pr iva te  Con t r ib u t ions  Sough t  to  
Suppor t  t he  Wo rk  o f  t he  Innoc ence  
P ro jec t  
 
For  the  pa s t  two  yea r s ,  t he  Downs ta t e  I l l i no i s  
Innocence  P ro j ec t  ha s  su rv ived  on  sma l l  g ran t s  
f rom a  numbe r  o f  source s  and sma l l  g i f t s  f rom a  
fe w gene rous  con t r ibu to r s .  
Wi th  the  expans ion  of  t he  P ro jec t ’ s  work  in to  the  
i nve s t i ga t i on  o f  ca se s ,  l i ke  t he  Rea -Harpe r  ca se ,  
wh ich  r equi r e  l abor - i n t ens ive  inves t i ga t ion  
r e sou rce s ,  add i t i ona l  suppor t  i s  needed.  
The  pro jec t  i s  se ek ing  con t r ibu t ions  i n  any  
amoun t .   A l l  con t r ibut i ons  a r e  t ax-deduc t i b le .  
Con t r i bu t i ons  in  suppor t  o f  the  Innocence  P ro j ec t  
ca n  be  sen t  t o :  
 
          Innoc en ce  P ro j ec t  ( 5M5ZV) ,  
          U n i ve r s i t y o f  I l l i no i s  Fou nd a t io n  
          P . O.  Box 34 2 9  
          C h a mpa ign ,  IL  6 1 82 6-9 9 16 .  
 
I f  you r  compan y wi l l  ma tc h  you r  g i f t ,  p l ea se  
i nd i ca te  and  p rovide  the  name o f  you r  compan y.  
 


